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Digvijaya Singh

Former Chief Minister

S.No. Q-116/2020
Date : 27.04.2020

Dear Shri Narendra Modi ji,

Because of National Lockdown number of people are stranded away from their place of
residence.

Millions of migrant labour are stuck throughout the Country and facing huge problems.
They are getting frustrated and causing law and order problem, though the State
Governments are doing their best to arrange food and accommodation.

Similarly, thousands of students are also stuck in different parts of the country and abroad.
Also, some families and tourists are also stranded in different places away from home.

Therefore, an Exit Plan has to be prepared for such people.

| have prepared an Exit Plan which | am enclosing for your kind consideration. Looking to
the ground realities you may kindly consider these suggestions and take decisions as soon
as possible.

In the meantime, Government of Madhya Pradesh has issued orders to bring back the
migrant labour, which | am enclosing.

| am also sending copy of my earlier suggestions to you and Hon. Home Minister Shri Amit
Shah also.

With regards,

Your’s sincerely,
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‘\WW"’ gf-
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(DIGVIJAYA SINGH)

SHRI NARENDRA MODI
Hon. Prime Minister
Government of India

7, Lok Kalyan Marg,

New Delhi

Cc:

(1) Shri Amit Shah, Hon. Home Minister, Govt. of India, New Delhi

(2) Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Hon, Chief Minister, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
(3) Chief Secretary, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Mantralaya, Bhopal
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INTERIM EXIT PLAN DURING COVID LOCKDOWN

DEMARCATION OF BOUNDARIES OF AFFECTED AREAS

1. GOI has bifurcated areas in the country on the basis of District boundaries.
However, as the local police authority is the implementing agency at the ground
level for all Coronavirus related activities, areas should be divided on the basis
of Police Station boundaries. That would also help in containing the Hot Spot
areas.

2. Hot Spot Police Stations in Red Zones should be completely Locked Down.
Entry should be restricted and delivery of essential items for families in Hot Spot
areas should be ensured. Police Stations in the neighbourhood within a radius
of 5-10 kms in Urban areas and 25-50 kms in Rural areas, should be in Orange
Zone. Rest of the Districts should not be kept in the Red Zones and they may
be declared Green Zone areas. Operation of Trade, Industries (MSMESs in
particular) and other employment generating activities be allowed with daily
thermal screening and mandatory use of masks. Workers to be properly
educated about social distancing guidelines and hygiene while working.

MIGRANT LABOUR

1. Due to the sudden and abrupt announcement of the lockdown, millions of
migrant labourers got stuck at the places where they had gone in the search
for their livelihood away from their homes.

2. There are three basic kinds of migrant labourers:

a. Those who are taken by labour contractors for specific projects;
b. Those who go to agrarian states for harvesting of crops;
c. Those who migrate to cities without any assured work or income.

3. Atfter the lockdown, all the categories have been rendered jobless and without
any income irrespective of the fact whether they are in Green Zones or Orange
Zone Districts. A revival and survival policy would have to be framed keeping
the above in mind.

(It must be noted that every legitimate economic activity which results in generation of
income, howsoever small it may be, is a direct contributor to the GDP of the country.)

e I|dentification of Migrant Labour

a. A software should be prepared immediately to identify and register the migrant
labour with his name, phone number, Aadhar number, address where he is staying
and address of his destination. This software has to be provided to all the police
stations and separate dedicated staff with computers be earmarked at the police
stations for registering of migrants.



b. Each migrant labour has to register himself online or at the Police Station of his
Origin giving details mentioned above. The registration process should be made as
simple as possible.

e Place of Origin

a. State Governments should be authorised to allow migrant labour to move from the
place of their origin to the place of destination within their State, if they move from a
Green Police Station to a Green Police Station. A majority of them would be agriculture
labour who had gone for harvesting of Rabi Crop. Police stations of the place of origin
shall inform the DM of the place of destination. As a precautionary measure, the DMs
of place of origins shall thermal screen all the migrants and DMs at destination shall
also ensure thermal screening and segregation of visibly sick persons.

b. In Inter State movement, migrant labour stuck in Green Districts/Green Police
Stations whose destination is in Green Districts/Green Police Stations should be sent
after thermal screening. Those who are having any sickness symptoms like fever,
cough, or cold should be compulsorily tested through Rt PCR. They should be
guarantined till they are tested. If found negative they can be sent back separately.

c. A sub-divisional officer of revenue or police should ensure thermal screening.

d. Similar procedure may be applied for migrant labour from Orange Zone
District/Police Stations to Green and Orange District/Police Stations.

e. No migrant labour from Red Zone District/Police Station be allowed to go unless
they are quarantined for 14 days and go through thermal screening.

f. No migrant labour be allowed to go from Red Zone District to Red Zone
District/Police Station area initially. It can be reviewed by the State Government every
week.

e Place of Destination

a. The State Government of origin shall inform the State Government of destination
with details of each of the migrant labour.

b. The State Government of origin shall inform the State Government of the destination
of the date and mode of travel of each of the migrant labour group.

c. The State Government of destination shall monitor the movement of each train/bus
once they enter the State of destination.

d. At the place of disembarkation, the State shall arrange thermal screening for all
migrant labour. If anyone from the group is suffering from any of the COVID symptoms
the whole group should be quarantined at the place of disembarkation for 14 days.

e. Prior arrangement should be made in the districts of destination for food, shelter
and giving minimum wages to the labour returning and immediately on arrival they
should be given some sustenance amount and also food and shelter.

e Travel Arrangements and Restrictions

a. Physical Distancing norms shall be followed in the trains/buses strictly.

b. For Buses - A team of state police from the place of origin shall accompany the
migrants in the bus in a separate vehicle till its state borders.. Thereatfter, the police of
the destination state shall accompany the bus carrying the migrant labour. The
accompanying police teams can change with the change of district jurisdiction within



the state. Food and water to be provided by state government of origin till the
disembarkation.

c. For Trains - A team of RPF shall accompany the special train carrying the migrant
labour from the point of origin to the point of disembarkation. Arrangement of
adequate food and water during the journey would have to be provided by the state
government of origin till the place of disembarkation. Thereafter, respective state
governments of their destination districts shall take over and be responsible for their
food and water requirements

d. Ateam of medics or paramedics with thermal screeners may accompany the special
trains, if possible.

e. Migrant labour after reaching their place of destination should be provided work
under MGNREGA.

f. 10 kg Wheat/Rice per person should be given free of cost till 30/06/2020 at their
residence by the Home State.

g. If no work under MNAREGA is available near their place of residence, one person
from the family should be paid minimum wages from 1st May to 30th June.

STUDENTS

1. All students stuck away from home should be asked to register online with
the District Administration. A separate software may be prepared for them.

2. All of them should be subjected to thermal screening and those without any
symptoms should be sent back to their choice of destination by buses or
special trains.

3. Similar arrangements as suggested for migrant labour, shall be made for
students travel.

FAMILIES AND TOURISTS

1. Online applications may be invited from the applicants by the DMs of place
of origin. All those who are not staying in Hot Spots of Red Zone areas may
be allowed to go to their destinations after thermal screening. DMs of places
of their origin may issue online permits to enter the transit and destination
states.

2. Those in Green and Orange areas may also be allowed to leave after thermal
screening.

3. They would arrange for their own transport.

4. Their travel plan would be conveyed to the DM of their chosen destination
and all should be medically screened for fever or any other symptoms at the
places of origin.

TRADE AND INDUSTRY PARTICULARLY MSMEs

1. In all Green Districts/Orange Districts, all shops may be allowed to be
opened, except those located in Malls and multi brand shopping complexes
or multi brand / multi goods department stores.

2. State Governments should be authorised to frame appropriate protocol to
start industrial activity particularly of MSMEs.
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Handlooms and powerlooms operating in individual households may be
allowed to run and the State Governments may ensure supply of yarn and
make arrangements for the sale of their produce.

MSMEs may be given 50% subsidy on their electricity bills.

All industries should be asked to pay for the electricity actually consumed and
not the contract amounts because their production is at all time low.
Consequently, the industries are using electricity only for basic maintenance
and watch & ward. Hence, the industries should not be charged for the power
consumption according to their contract demand. They should be charged
according to actual consumption during the period from March to September.
Thereafter they could be charged as per their contract demand.

MSMEs may be allowed to run their own transport facilities for transporting
those workers who do not have any conveyance of their own.

Goods vehicles transporting raw materials and finished products of industries
/ MSMEs may be allowed to be run subject to issuing of special passes issued
by the local police stations which will be done after proper verification.

FARMERS AND AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

1.

2.

All Agri products, food grains, milk, poultry and all perishable crops should be
included in essential commodities category.

Their production, purchase and distribution should be ensured keeping in
mind while designing the protocols for prevention of COVID spread in the
Country.

Preparation for sowing of Kharif crops should start. Advance stocking of seed
fertiliser and pesticides should be promoted.

CENTRAL AND STATE EMPLOYEES

All Government employees are working under very difficult conditions and
therefore it is unfair to deny them their rightful due.

Health Employees and Law and Order Enforcement Employees must be
given additional 1/3rd of their basic pay as a bonus till 30th June.

INDUSTRIAL WORKMEN IN ORGANISED SECTOR

1. No workman shall be retrenched during National Lockdown.
2. No cuts in wages during Lockdown



CORPORATE SECTOR
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All commercial electricity bills be cut to half for the next 3 months.
Companies be allowed to retain 50 % of GST payable for next 12 months.
WAIVER of interest payments for next 6 months.

All EMI’s to banks and NBFC to be put on hold for 6 months with no levy of
interest on delayed payment.

Employee share of the PF not to be paid by the companies but to be borne
by Government for a period of 6 months.

Employee share of the ESIC not to be paid by the Companies but to be borne
by Government for a period of 6 months.

Property Tax for FY2020-21 to be reduced to half for all commercial

properties.
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